CICERO UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT
ORDINANCE UPDATE
CHAPTER 114
10.20.2022

Article V. Article 9: Definitions and Rules of Construction
A. Definitions
The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this Chapter, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context indicates a
different meaning.
1. ACCESSIBILITY CODE. The Illinois Accessibility Code, adopted in 1997, including all
amendments thereto.
2. ACCESSORY STRUCTURE. A structure located on the same lot as a principal structure that
is subordinate in structure and use to the principal structure.
3. ACCESSORY USE. A use located on the same lot as a principal use that is subordinate to
the principal use.
4. ALLEY. A public way within a block, generally giving access to the rear of lots or buildings
and not used for general traffic circulation.
5. ANIMAL BOARDING. An establishment where pet animals are temporarily boarded.
“Animal Boarding” does not include “Animal Hospitals.”
6. ANIMAL HOSPITAL. An establishment for the care and treatment of ill or injured pet
animals that may be temporarily boarded during the period of care and treatment.
7. APARTMENT BUILDING. Any building capable of being occupied as the residence of two
or more families residing in separate living quarters.
8. ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY. A residential facility that provides daily assistance and longterm residence for disabled and/or elderly individuals, but does not provide regular inpatient medical or nursing care. Such facilities provide a combination of housing,
supportive services, personalized assistance, and health care designed to respond to the
individuals who need help with common daily activities, such as dressing, grooming, and
bathing. An “Assisted Living Facility” does not include “Community Residence,”
“Independent Living Facility,” or “Nursing Home.”
9. BAR/TAVERN. An establishment whose primary business is the sale of alcoholic liquor for
consumption on the premises and that is subject to a license for the sale of such alcoholic
liquor.
10. BASEMENT. A portion of a building located underground but having less than one-half its
clear floor-to-ceiling height below the average grade of the adjoining ground.
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11. BOARD OF TRUSTEES. The President and Board of Trustees of the Town.
12. BUILDABLE AREA. The space remaining on a lot after the minimum setback and
maximum building coverage requirements of this Ordinance are met.
13. BUILDING. Houses, apartment buildings, garages, sheds, commercial buildings, and any
other structure located within the corporate limits of the Town.
14. BUILDING CODES. (1) the International Building Code, 2009 Edition, including the
International Property Maintenance Code, 2009 Edition, a component part thereof, and
all Appendix Chapters and regulations thereto; (2) the International Residential Code,
2009 Edition, including all Appendix Chapters and regulations thereto, as the same is
amended by the Residential Amendments, as defined in section 22-1 of this Code; and (3)
the International Existing Building Code, 2009 Edition, including all Appendix Chapters
and regulations thereto.
15. BUILDING COMMISSIONER. The duly appointed Town Building Commissioner or his duly
appointed agents or assistants.
16. BUILDING FRONTAGE. The linear length of the outside building wall facing the public
right-of-way or, in the case of a multitenant building, the linear length of the outside
building wall of the individual tenant unit facing the parking area or public right-of-way
which serves as the primary access for the multitenant building or multistory building.
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17. BUILDING HEIGHT. For a building with a flat roof, the vertical distance is measured from
the ground immediately adjacent to the building to its highest point. For a building with a
gable, hip, or gambrel roof, the vertical distance is measured from the ground
immediately adjacent to the building to the mean point between the eaves and the ridge.
For a building with a mansard roof, the vertical distance measured from the ground
immediately adjacent to the building to the deck line. Regardless of roof type, the
following projections shall not be included when determining building height: chimneys,
towers, spires, steeples, parapet walls, staircase enclosures, elevator enclosures, tanks,
cooling towers, mechanical equipment, and similar projections. See Figure 9.2 Building
Height and Roof Types
Figure 9.2 Building Height and Roof Types.

18. BUILDING LOCATION, FIXED. A permanent building structure consisting of enclosed
walls, a roof, and plumbing, including at least one restroom, an on-site management
office, and a reception area, and shall further comply with all requirements of the Town
Code, including but not limited to the town building code ordinances.
19. BUILDING WALL. The wall area in one plane or elevation of a building.
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20. CANNABIS. Includes marihuana, hashish, and other substances which are identified as
including any parts of the plant Cannabis sativa, whether growing or not; the seeds
thereof; the resin extracted from any part of such plant; and any compound,
manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture or preparation of such plant, its seeds, or resin,
including tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) and all other cannabinol derivatives, including its
naturally occurring or synthetically produced ingredients, whether produced directly or
indirectly by extraction or independently by means of chemical synthesis or by a
combination of extraction and chemical synthesis. The term shall not include the mature
stalks of such plant; fiber produced from such stalks; oil or cake made from the seeds
from such plant; any other compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or
preparation of such mature stalks except the resin extracted therefrom; fiber, oil or cake;
or the sterilized seed of such plant which is incapable of germination.
21. CARRY-OUT FOOD SERVICE. An establishment that by the design of physical facilities,
including, but not limited to, internal layout, parking accommodations, etc., or by service
or packaging procedures, permits or encourages the purchase of prepared, ready-to-eat
foods intended to be consumed off-premises, and where the consumption of food in
motor vehicles on the premises is neither encouraged nor permitted.
22. CLINIC. An establishment where human patients receive medical or dental examination
or treatment but are not lodged overnight.
23. CLUB, LODGE, OR HALL. A meeting, recreational, or social facility established primarily
for the use of the members and guests of a non-profit or private organization.
24. CODE. The Code of Ordinances of the Town of Cicero, Illinois.
25. COMMERCIAL ESTABLISHMENT. Any establishment, including a retail establishment, the
primary function of which is the handling of goods, wares, food, beverages, or
merchandise or the provision of support services.
26. COMMERCIAL VEHICLE. A motor vehicle operated for the transportation of people or
property as part of a commercial enterprise.
27. COMMUNITY RESIDENCE. A group residence consisting of a group home or specialized
residential care home licensed, certified, or accredited by the appropriate state or federal
agencies. Such residence shall serve as a single housekeeping unit for the housing of
unrelated people with functional disabilities who share responsibilities, meals, social
activities, and other aspects of residential living. “Community Residence” does not
include “Assisted Living Facility,” “Independent Living Facility,” “Nursing Home,” or
“Transitional Treatment Facility.”
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28. CONDOMINIUM. Property which is subject to the state condominium property act and to
this article, portions of which are designed and designated for separate ownership and
the remainder of which is designated for common ownership solely by the owners of
those portions.
29. CONGREGATE CARE FACILITY. A residential facility that contains small individual dwelling
units that include a kitchen, but have common dining, housekeeping, recreational, and
social facilities. Such facilities do not provide regular in-patient medical or nursing care
but may provide 24-hour non-medical care, assistance, and services essential for
sustaining the activities of daily living or for the protection of the individual. “Congregate
Care Facility” does not include “Assisted Living Facility,” “Community Residence,”
“Independent Living Facility,” “Nursing Home,” or “Transitional Treatment Facility.”
30. CONTRACTOR TRAILER. A portable building or structure that may include office space
and/or facilities for equipment storage for a construction project.
31. CORNER SIDE LOT LINE. The boundary of a lot that is approximately perpendicular to the
front and rear lot lines, which separates the longest frontage of a corner lot from the
right-of-way. Refer to Figure 9.4 Lot Lines and Yards
32. CORNER SIDE YARD. The area on a lot extending from the corner side façade of a
building to the corner side lot line between the front yard and the rear lot line. Refer to
Figure 9.4 Lot Lines and Yards
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Figure 9.4 Lot Lines and Yards.

33. CURB LOADING ZONE. A space adjacent to a curb reserved for the exclusive use of
vehicles during the loading or unloading of passengers or materials.
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34. DAY CARE CENTER. Any institution in which are received five or more children, apart
from their parents or guardians, during part or all of a day, but not later than 9:00 p.m.
The term is further construed to include similar units operating under any name
whatsoever with or without stated educational purpose. This definition does not include
private homes in which four or fewer children are cared for by and are not related to the
operator thereof, provided that the home shall have first been licensed by the state
according to the state minimum standards for such care; a foster family home or center
for mentally retarded licensed by the state; bona fide kindergartens of day nursery
schools established in connection with grade schools supervised or operated by a private
or public board of education or approved by the state department of public instructions.
35. DEVELOPMENT. Any manmade change to real estate, including but not limited to
construction or reconstruction of buildings, installing manufactured homes or travel
trailers, installing utilities, construction of roads or bridges, erection of levees, walls, or
fences, drilling, mining, filling, dredging, and storage of materials.
36. DRY CLEANING DEVICE. Any coin-operated mechanism to be immediately utilized for any
of the purposes specified in the definition of self-service laundry or dry cleaning
establishment and employing any solvent other than water.
37. DRY CLEANING ESTABLISHMENT, SELF-SERVICE. Any attended or unattended place,
building, structure, room, establishment, or portion thereof available to the general
public for washing, dry cleaning, extracting moisture from or dry cleaning wearing
apparel; table, bed, or other household linens; towels; curtains; draperies; rugs; blankets;
or other materials through the use of coin-operated machines or devices.
38. DWELLING. Any building or part of a building, wholly or partly used or intended to be
used as the living quarters for one or more families.
39. DWELLING UNIT. Any single-family residence or apartment unit or any room or group of
rooms located within a building and forming a single habitable unit with facilities that are
used or intended to be used for living, sleeping, cooking, and eating.
40. ENTERTAINMENT. Entertainment includes, but is not limited to, comedian performances,
disc jockey performances, live bands, theatrical and other exhibitions, shows, and
amusements wherein and whereby any person shall act, play, or perform any play, opera,
or other dramatic or musical composition or live performance of any kind or give any
show or public exhibition for gain, whether or not an admission fee is charged by the
venue where such entertainment is performed or otherwise provided.
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41. FAMILY. A single individual, doing his cooking, and living upon the premises as a separate
housekeeping unit, or a collective body of persons doing their cooking and living together
upon the premises as a separate housekeeping unit in a domestic arrangement based
upon birth, marriage, or another domestic bond, as distinguished from a group occupying
a boardinghouse, lodging house, club, fraternity, community residence, congregate care
facility, independent living facility, nursing home, transient living facility or hotel.
42. FENCE, DOG RUN. An area enclosed on all sides made of wood or metal and used for the
exclusive use of a dog.
43. FENCE, PRIVACY. A structural fence constructed to screen a patio or deck which does not
extend more than five feet beyond the perimeter of the patio or deck. The area enclosed
by the privacy fence shall be included in the maximum lot coverage as regulated in the
zoning ordinance. An enclosure that permits light and air to pass through more than 50
percent of its surface shall not be considered a privacy fence.
44. FENCE, STRUCTURAL. A structure that is used as a barrier and is used as a means of
protection or confinement, which is made of manufactured material, such as, but not
limited to, wire mesh, chain link, wood, or stone material. This definition shall not include
dog runs. All types of fences except natural fences shall be considered a structural fence.
45. FLOOD. A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally
dry land areas from overflow of inland or tidal waves, or the unusual and rapid
accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source.
46. FLOODPLAIN AND FLOODPRONE. Any land area susceptible to being inundated by water
from any source (see Flood).
47. FOOT-CANDLE. A measure of the illuminance cast upon a surface that is one foot from a
uniform light source of one candela, and which is equal to one lumen per square foot.
48. FRONT LOT LINE. The boundary of a lot that is adjacent to a right-of-way. For corner lots,
the front lot line shall be the shortest street frontage of the lot. For irregularly shaped
lots, the front lot line shall be the entire length of the lot line that is adjacent to a rightof-way. Refer to Figure 9.4 Lot Lines and Yards.
49. FRONT YARD. The area on a lot extending from the front façade of a building to the front
lot line between the side lot lines. Refer to Figure 9.4 Lot Lines and Yards.
50. GRADE. Grade is measured as the average level of the finished surface of the ground
adjacent to the exterior walls of the structure.
51. GROSS FLOOR AREA. The total horizontal area of the floors of a building measured from
the outside face of the walls.
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52. HALF STORY. The portion of a building under a gable, hip, or gambrel roof with exterior
walls that are no more than four-and-a-half feet above the floor.
53. HOME DAYCARE. A family home that receives not more than eight children during the
day for regular ongoing care. The maximum of eight children includes any children,
including natural, adopted, and foster children under the age of 16 years of age who
reside in the family home.
54. HOME OCCUPATION. An occupation carried on in a dwelling by a resident which is
accessory to the residential use of the dwelling.
55. HOME OFFICE. A business where the principal office is located in the business owner's
primary residence. A home business shall not include a business that is frequented by
business invitees nor shall it include a home daycare, as set forth in Chapter 26, Article XII
of the Town Code.
56. HOTEL. Every building or other structure kept, used, maintained, advertised, and held
out to the public to be a place where food is served and consumed and sleeping
accommodations are offered for adequate pay to travelers and guests, whether
transient, permanent, or residential, in which rooms are used for the sleeping
accommodations of such guests and having one or more public dining rooms where
meals are served to such guests, such sleeping accommodations and dining rooms being
conducted in the same building in connection therewith and such building or structure is
provided with adequate and sanitary kitchen and dining room equipment and capacity.
Rooms shall be rented by the day only. Hotels shall have interior access only.
57. HOUSEHOLD. A number of individuals that live together on the premises as a single
housekeeping unit.
58. IMPERVIOUS COVERAGE. The proportion of the gross area of a lot occupied by surfaces
that do not allow stormwater filtration, such as principal structures, accessory structures,
walkways, paved driveways, and paved parking lots.
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59. INDEPENDENT LIVING FACILITY. A residential facility that contains dwellings where at
least one of the residents occupying a unit is 55 years or older. Such facilities do not
provide regular in-patient medical or nursing care but may provide common areas for
meals or socializing and limited convenience services. An “Independent Living Facility”
does not include “Assisted Living Facility,” “Community Residence,” or “Nursing Home.”
60. INTERIOR LOT. A parcel of land that has street frontage along at least one lot line and is
flanked by lots along each of its side lot lines.
61. INTERIOR SIDE LOT LINE. The boundary of a lot that is approximately perpendicular to
the front and rear lot lines and is not adjacent to the right-of-way. Refer to Figure 9.4 Lot
Lines and Yards.
62. INTERIOR SIDE YARD. The area on a lot extending from the interior side façade of a
building to the interior side lot line between the front yard and the rear yard. Refer to
Figure 9.4 Lot Lines and Yards.
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63. JUNK. Old iron, steel, brass, copper, tin, lead, or other base metals; old cordage, ropes,
rags, fibers, or fabrics; old rubber; old bottles or other glass; bones; wastepaper and
other waste or discarded material which might be prepared to be used again in some
form; any or all of such items; and motor vehicles, no longer used as such, to be used for
scrap metal or stripping of parts. However, the term “junk” shall not include materials or
objects accumulated by a person as byproducts, waste, or scraps from the operation of
his own business or materials or objects held and used by a manufacturer as an integral
part of his manufacturing process.
64. JUNK DEALER. A person who operates a junkyard, as defined in this section, within the
Town.
65. JUNKYARD. A yard, lot, or place, covered or uncovered, outdoors or in an enclosed
building, containing junk, as defined in this section, upon which occurs one or more acts
of buying, keeping, dismantling, processing, selling, or offering for sale any such junk, in
whole units or by parts, for a business or commercial purpose, whether or not the
proceeds from such activities are to be used for charity.
66. LAND SUBDIVISION. Any change, resubdivision, or rearrangement in the boundary or
division lines of a tract or parcel of real estate or a public thoroughfare.
67. LODGING HOUSE. (See Rooming House).
68. LOT COVERAGE. The area of a lot occupied by the principal and accessory buildings. (Also
referred to as building coverage)
69. is calculated as the percentage of principal and accessory building footprint area to the
total area of the lot.
70. LOT DEPTH. The mean distance between the front and rear lot lines of a lot.
71. LOT OF RECORD. A legally created lot established by plat, deed, or contract as recorded
by the Cook County Recorder of Deeds.
72. LOT WIDTH. The minimum width of a lot, measured at the front lot line.
73. MANUFACTURED HOME. A structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is
built on a permanent chassis and is designated for use with or without a permanent
foundation when attached to the required utilities.
74. MICROBREWERY/MICRO-DISTILLERY. An establishment that produces alcoholic and/or
non-alcoholic beverages on-site, which may include an accessory or adjacent taproom
where customers are allowed to sample and purchase products manufactured on-site.
The sale of beer or liquor manufactured outside the premises is prohibited.
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75. MOTEL. Every building or structure kept, used, or maintained, licensed, as or advertised
as or held out to the public to be an inn, hotel, or public lodging house or place where
sleeping accommodations are furnished for hire to transient guests, whether with or
without meals, . Rooms shall be rented by the day only. Motels shall have exterior
access only.
76. MOTOR VEHICLE. Any self-propelled vehicle.
77. MULTIFAMILY DWELLING. A building containing more than 4 dwelling units.
78. MULTI-TENANT BUILDING. A building that houses more than one tenant.
79. NURSING HOME. A residential facility that provides ongoing medical care and inpatient
services for people requiring regular medical attention. Such facilities do not provide
emergency medical services, surgical services, or treatment for alcoholism, drug
addiction, or mental illness. A “Nursing Home” does not include “Assisted Living Facility,”
“Community Residence,” “Independent Living Facility,” or “Transitional Treatment
Facility.”
80. OFF-STREET PARKING. A public or private parking area designed in accordance with the
requirements of this Chapter.
81. OWNER. The legal or beneficial title-holder of land, or the holder of a written option to
contract or purchase the land.
82. PARAPET ROOF. A low wall that projects above a roof along the perimeter of the
building. See Figure 9.2 Building Height and Roof Types.
83. PARKING LOT OR GARAGE, FOR PROFIT. Any building, structure, premises, enclosure, or
other places, whether enclosed or not, except a public way and a temporary parking lot,
within the Town, where two or more motor vehicles are stored, housed, or parked for
hire, charge, fee, or other valuable consideration in a condition ready for use, or where
rent or compensation is paid to the owner, manager or lessee of the premises for the
housing, storing, sheltering, keeping or maintaining of such motor vehicles. However, the
term shall not include residential parking provided for single-family homes or multiplefamily dwelling units wherein an arrangement for such parking is provided on a rental
basis for off-street parking, the consideration, therefore, is set forth in the house or
apartment lease or separate writing between the landlord and tenant, whether the
parking charge is payable to the landlord or the operator of the parking lot or garage.
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84. PARKING LOT, COMMERCIAL ACCESSORY USE. Any private, nonmunicipal plot, piece or
parcel of land, open space, lot, or portion of a lot without roof enclosure where two or
more motor vehicles ready for use are permitted to be parked with or without charge for
such parking, but excluding motor truck terminals and temporary parking lots as defined
in this section. Section 106-293 of the Town Code shall not apply to the following: parcels
of land where motor vehicles are parked for sale in conjunction with the operation of a
regularly licensed automobile sales agency or used car lot where such are not open to
the general public for motor vehicle parking purposes; completely enclosed buildings;
gasoline filling stations not used for public parking of motor vehicles; repair stations and
garages and the area in conjunction therewith where such area is not used for public
parking of motor vehicles; private residences and apartment buildings providing a motor
vehicle parking area for the use of owners or tenants of such buildings and where the
general public is excluded; and temporary parking lots as defined in this Article.
85. PARKING LOT, TEMPORARY. Any private, nonmunicipal plot, piece or parcel of land, open
space, lot, or portion of a lot without roof enclosure consisting of at least 10,000 square
feet in size and intended to be used for public parking for less than 12 days per year. Such
lot shall be covered at a minimum with well-graded coarse aggregates with the grade
CA6 or CA10 as defined by the Illinois Department of Transportation’s Standard
Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction dated January 1, 1997, and as amended
from time to time. Such temporary parking lots shall be issued licenses daily pursuant to
sections 106-292 and 106-293 and shall be subject to the fees imposed pursuant to
Section 106-293.
86. PERSON. Any natural person, receiver, administrator, executor, conservator, assignee,
trust in perpetuity, trust, estate, firm, co-partnership, joint venture, club, company, jointstock company, business trust, municipal corporation, political subdivision of the state,
domestic or foreign corporation, association, syndicate, society or any group of
individuals acting as a unit, whether mutual, cooperative, fraternal, nonprofit or
otherwise and the United States or any instrumentality thereof. Whenever the term
“person” is used in any section prescribing and imposing a penalty, the term as applied to
associations shall mean the owners or part-owners thereof, and as applied to
corporations, the officers thereof.
87. PHYSICAL FITNESS CENTER. Any person offering physical fitness services to the public,
including instruction, training, or assistance in physical culture, bodybuilding, exercising,
weight reduction, figure development, self-defense training, or any similar activity; or the
use of the facilities of a physical fitness center for any of such activities; or membership in
any group forum by a physical fitness center for any of such purposes.
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88. PITCHED ROOF. A pitched or sloped roof, including hipped roofs, gabled roofs, roofs with
a combination of hips and gables, gambrel roofs, and mansard roofs. See Figure 9.2
Building Height and Roof Types.
89. PRINCIPAL STRUCTURE. A structure where the primary use of the lot is conducted.
90. PRINCIPAL USE. The primary use of a lot or building as distinguished from an accessory
use.
91. PRIVATELY OWNED CIRCULATION ROAD. A privately owned road that functions mainly as
a collector and distributor of customer traffic.
92. PUBLIC GARAGE. Any building, structure, premises, enclosure, , or other places, except a
public thoroughfare, designed and maintained to be used for the storage of motor
vehicles in the Town where two or more automobiles, auto cars, or any similar selfpropelled vehicles are stored or parked in a condition ready for use. However, this
definition shall not be deemed to include or mean any structure, building, premises,
enclosure, or other places which are defined in this Chapter as a private or community
garage. Public garages shall include, but shall not be limited to, the following:
a. Premises where two or more automobiles are stored or housed for hire or where rent or
compensation is paid to the owner, manager, or lessee of the premises for the housing,
storing, sheltering, keeping, or maintaining of such automobile.
b. Premises where two or more automobiles are kept to rent for hire or reward, with or without
a driver, for the transportation of passengers, goods, merchandise, materials, salvage, waste,
or rubbish.

93. PUBLIC PLACE OF AMUSEMENT. Any building, hall, room, place, or enclosure where food
or drink is served to which the general public may be admitted, either with or without the
payment of a charge or admission fee, where such public may engage in or witness the
performance of any amusement, exhibition, show or other entertainment or where the
entertainment is furnished by an orchestra.
94. PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY. A strip of land on which infrastructure such as roads, railroads,
or power lines is built. The right-of-way is owned by a public jurisdiction.
95. RECORDATION. The recording of deeds with the office of the recorder of deeds or the
registration of deeds with the registrar of title of the County.
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96. RESTAURANT. Any public place kept, used, maintained, advertised, and held out to the
public as a place where meals are served and where meals are actually and regularly
served, without sleeping accommodations, such space is provided with adequate and
sanitary kitchen and dining room equipment and capacity and having employed therein a
sufficient number and kind of employees to prepare, cook and serve suitable food for its
guests.
97. REAR LOT LINE. The boundary of a lot that is most distant from and approximately
parallel to the front lot line. Refer to Figure 9.4 Lot Lines and Yards.
98. REAR YARD. The area on a lot extending from the rear façade of a building to the rear lot
line between the side lot lines on an interior lot, and between the side lot line and the
corner side yard on a corner lot. Refer to Figure 9.4 Lot Lines and Yards.
99. RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITY. A group care facility licensed for 24-hour medical or nonmedical care of persons in need of personal services, supervision, or assistance essential
for sustaining the activities of daily living, or for the protection of the individual. A
“Residential Care Facility” includes “Assisted Living Facility,” “Congregate Care Facility,”
“Independent Living Facility,” “Nursing Home,” hospice, and continuum of care facilities.
100.
ROOMING UNIT. Any room or group of rooms forming a single habitable unit
used or intended to be used for living and sleeping but not for cooking or eating
purposes.
101.
ROOMING HOUSE. Any dwelling or that part of any dwelling, containing one or
more rooming units, in which space is let by the owner or operator to three or more
persons who are not related to the owner or operator thereof.
102.
SEMITRAILER. A vehicle designed for carrying persons or property and for being
drawn by a motor vehicle and so constructed that some part of its weight and that of its
load rests upon or is carried by another vehicle.
103.
SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLING, DETACHED. A building that contains one dwelling
unit, which is not attached to any other dwelling units.
104.
SITE GRADING PLAN. An engineering drawing of proposed improvements to a
given lot showing elevations, existing and proposed drainage, and any other
improvements being constructed.
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105.
SPA, COMMERCIAL. A nurturing, safe, and clean commercial establishment
providing massage therapy, as defined by 225 ILCS 57/10, performed by state-licensed
professionals only, excluding any adult uses as defined by the Town Code. Wellness or
beauty-related retail, salon services, cuisine, or fitness activities may be provided as
additional services, excluding any uses or services related to adult uses as defined by the
Town Code.
106.
SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREA. The land in the floodplain within the Town
subject to one percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year. The area may be
designated as Zone A on the FHBM. After detailed ratemaking has been completed in
preparation for publication of the flood insurance rate map, zone A usually is refined into
zones A, AO, AH, A1-30, AE, A99, AR, AR/A1-30, AR/AE, AR/AO, AR/AH, AR/A, VO or V130, VE, or V. For purposes of these regulations, the term “special flood hazard area” is
synonymous in meaning with the phrase “area of special flood hazard.”
107.
STORY. The portion of a building included between a floor and the floor above it,
or if there is no floor above it, the space between the floor and the ceiling above the
floor. A basement shall not be counted as a story.
108.
STRUCTURE. Anything constructed or erected that requires location on the
ground or must be attached to something located on the ground.
109.
SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT. Any repair, reconstruction, or improvement of a
structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value of the
structure either before the improvement or repair is started, or if the structure has been
damaged, and is being restored before the damage occurred. For this definition,
substantial improvement is considered to occur when the first alteration of any wall,
ceiling, floor, or other structural parts of the building commences, whether or not that
alteration affects the external dimensions of the structure regardless of the actual work
performed. The term does not, however, include either any project for improvement of a
structure to comply with existing state or local health, sanitary or safety code
specifications which are solely necessary to ensure safe living conditions, or any
alteration of a historic structure provided that the alteration will not preclude the
structure’s continued designation as a historic structure.
110.
TEMPORARY MOBILE FOOD SALES. A truck or trailer used for the preparation and
service of food served from the vehicle.
111.
TEMPORARY OUTDOOR STORAGE CONTAINER. Temporary self-storage
containers delivered to a residence or business owner to store belongings, and then
picked up and returned to a warehouse until called for.
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112.
TEMPORARY POP-UP BUSINESS. Temporary use of a storefront or other
commercial space for non-residential use, such as retail, restaurant, or art galleries.
113.
TEMPORARY STRUCTURE. A structure that is intended to be in place for a limited
period of time, which is typically constructed without a foundation.
114.
THROUGH LOT: An interior lot having frontage on two parallel streets that do not
intersect. (See Figure 9.5: Lot Types)
Figure 9.5 Lot Types

115.
TOWNHOUSE DWELLING. A building that contains three or more dwelling units
where each unit has an individual entrance to the outdoors and each unit is attached
vertically using one or more party walls. “Townhouse Dwelling” does not include “MultiFamily Dwelling” or “Two-Family Dwelling.”
116.
TRAILER. A vehicle designed for carrying persons or property and for being drawn
by a motor vehicle and so constructed that no part of its weight rests upon the towing
vehicle.
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117.
TRAILER AND SEMITRAILER LOT. Any real property where trailers or semitrailers
are stored, repaired, serviced, loaded, unloaded, or otherwise parked. All trailer and
semitrailer lots shall be made of a constructed surface, including paved, asphalt, concrete
surfaces, and other hard impermeable surfaces, and shall not include any soft ground,
including compressed gravel or road grindings. Parking lots shall be required to be
appropriately lined or striped for parking spaces consistent with its use and the Town
Code, including all zoning and parking regulations.
118.
TWO-FAMILY DWELLING. A building that contains two dwelling units where each
unit has an individual entrance to a common stairway, hallway, or to the outdoors. “TwoFamily Dwelling” does not include “Multi-Family Dwelling” or “Townhouse Dwelling.”
119.
VEHICLE. Any machine or device in, upon, or by which any person or property is
or may be transported or drawn upon a rail, street, road, highway, or otherwise upon the
land; in or upon water; or through the air. The term “vehicle” includes without limitation
automobiles, trucks, buses, trains, motorcycles, boats, airplanes, and helicopters.
120.
VEHICLE SIGN. Any sign painted on, attached to, or mounted upon any operable
or inoperable motor vehicle.
121.
VIDEO GAMING TERMINAL. Any electronic video game machine that, upon
insertion of cash, electronic cards or vouchers, or any combination thereof, is available to
play or simulate the play of a video game, including, but not limited to, video poker, line
up, and blackjack, as authorized by the Illinois Gaming Board utilizing a video display and
microprocessors in which the player may receive free games or credits that can be
redeemed for cash. The term does not include a machine that directly dispenses coins,
cash, or tokens or is for amusement purposes only.
122.

YARD. The area on a lot between the principal structure and the lot line.

123.
ZONING LOT. One or more lots located within a block that is under single
ownership and is designated as a unit of land for development by the owner of such land.
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B. Rules of Construction
1. In the construction of this Chapter and of all Town ordinances, the following words and
terms shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this Article, unless the context
indicates a different meaning or such construction would be inconsistent with the
manifest intent of the Board of Trustees. The use of any term in the present tense shall
include the future and past tense of the term, when applicable, and all terms used in the
singular shall include the plural, and all words used in the masculine gender shall extend
to and apply to the feminine gender, when applicable.
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